
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Minutes of Wincham Parish Council Planning Sub Committee 
held at The Community Centre, Wincham on Tuesday, 5 March 2024 at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Cllrs Barker, Parr and Kelly  
Clerk: Naomi Morris 
 
Cllr Barker was in the Chair. 
 
1. Apologies 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs Casson and Broder. 

Resolved to accept the apology.  

Proposed: Cllr Parr                                                                                               

Seconded: Cllr Kelly 

 
2.  Declarations of any  

a) disclosable pecuniary interests or  
b) other disclosable interests  

 as required under Chapter 7 of the Localism Act 2011. 
No declarations were made. 

 
3. The following was considered: 

From: Planning Policy (West) 
Sent: 26 January 2024 10:57 
To: Planning Policy (West) 
Subject: Local Plan Evidence Base Consultation 2024 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Local Plan 
 
Local Plans shape how land is used and how places will change and develop in the future and 
ensures that future development takes place using a planned approach across the Borough and 
considers the needs of local people in terms of housing and infrastructure. 
 
A new national system to produce Local Plans is now being introduced by Government as part of 
the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023. Council Cabinet agreed on 10 January 2024 to 
commit to preparing a Local Plan under the new national system for plan-making and to support 
the development of a borough-wide design code to eventually be incorporated into the new Local 
Plan or a supplementary plan.  
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Although the new system will not formally commence until late in 2024, the Planning Policy team 
has begun work on initial engagement and updating the evidence base to aid early vision and 
strategy development. 
 
Evidence Base 
 
We are publishing and inviting comments on our initial evidence base work including: 
 

• Employment Areas Survey – a review of established employment areas to identify any 

changes in quality or type that have taken place since the previous employment land 

studies and the start of the plan period. 

• Places Background Paper – a study of the hierarchy of settlements based upon the 

current level of provision of services and facilities and the role that the settlement plays in 

the borough. 

• Land Availability Assessment – an initial assessment of sites and land that have largely 

been put forward by landowners and developers, to be considered to meet future needs for 

a range of uses including new homes, jobs, leisure, and retail services. 

Land Availability 
We are also providing the opportunity for landowners and developers to suggest further sites that 
they think may have the potential for development through the new Local Plan. 
 
An online mapping tool and site submission form will also allow people to view the detail of sites 
that were previously submitted to us through ‘Local Plan Conversation’ engagement in 2021. 
 
To view and comment on the draft evidence base work, and submit any additional sites for 
assessment, visit:  Planning Policy consultations  

It is important to note that the submission of site and its display on the interactive map does NOT 
mean that the Council supports the site for allocation in the new Local Plan or will approve future 
development through a planning application.  
 
Decisions on the level and location of future development have not been made but evidence from 
the Land Availability Assessment will inform discussions on future options for meeting development 
needs in line with national planning guidance. 
 
Consultation 
 
The consultation begins on Friday 26 January and runs until 5pm on Sunday 17 March. Any 
comments or sites can be submitted online via the Council’s website using the links above. 
 
How to contact us 
 
If you have any questions, please email the Planning Policy team: 
planningpolicy@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  
 
I look forward to receiving your comments about the Local Plan evidence base. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Gill Smith 
Planning Policy Manager 
 
Planning Policy Team 
Email: planningpolicy@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 
 

Resolved to respond to the Consultation 

1. Wincham Parish Council welcomes the chance to comment on the Consultation, but 
is confused by the basis of the evidence provided.  In particular, we would welcome 
clarification of the boundaries used and why these appear inconsistent between the 
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different maps.  For example, the delineated area for Northwich differs in Map1.1 of 
the Places Background Paper from Map 2.1.  In neither are the boundaries 
consistent with the parish boundaries, nor the areas of green belt and no 
explanation is given for the source or reasoning behind the boundaries shown. 

2. Following from this, Wincham is most concerned that repeatedly the Consultation 
Plans split the parish of Wincham into two.  Some of Wincham is shown as being 
part of the urban area of Northwich, whilst the remainder of Wincham is apparently 
in the rural area.  Please note that Wincham is a single village and the residents of 
Wincham identify culturally and historically as a community covering the whole of 
the area of Wincham.  Cheshire West and Chester Council recognises Wincham as 
one parish and so it is as disappointing as it is concerning that this Consultation 
breaks Wincham into two.  Within this documentation, the one village school and 
the only shop on Linnards Lane are, with no explanation, brutally split away from 
the residents and business men and women of the Chapel Street area.  This is 
undemocratic and unacceptable and we call for the boundaries to be amended. 

3. The comments above equally apply to Marston Parish, which is also split without 
explanation. 

4. The Plan divides the whole region into areas called “urban” and those termed 
“rural”.  We ask why no details are given for the future of the rural areas: the Plan 
concentrates only urban areas. 

5. In the existing Local Plan for Cheshire West and Chester, there are three 
subdivisions of the region listed: urban; service centres and local service centres.  
Wincham is shown as a local service centre, reflecting the retail, leisure and 
education provisions available in the village.  Wincham Parish Council is interested 
why the “local service centres” sector has been dropped without explanation from 
the new draft Plans.  The previous “service centres” remain for the larger 
communities such as Frodsham; only the smaller “local service centres” have 
disappeared. 

6. Plans and information must be accurate if they are to be a sound basis for future 
decisions.  It is for this reason that Wincham Parish Council is puzzled by the 
apparent inconsistences.  In a swift over-view of the plans, Wincham Councillors 
noted inaccuracies in the public houses listed (neither the Salt Barge in Maston, nor 
the Slow and Easy in Lostock Gralam appear on Map 3.3) and, probably more 
worryingly, the bus stop shown on Chapel Street does not exist.  This mistake may 
already have distorted the conclusions elsewhere in the Plan in that the 
Employment Area Survey shows the Chapel Street area of Wincham painted a 
favourable “green” for public transport, whereas in reality there are no buses or 
trains or cycle lanes for this area. No explanation is given for the green colouring 
and so we assume it is because of the erroneous belief buses run along Chapel 
Street.  These details need to be corrected, but we would also ask that the basis of 
all the data gathered across this Plan is checked and the sources given.  Otherwise 
future decisions may be founded on invalid data.  

 
Proposed: Cllr Parr                                                                                                      

Seconded: Cllr Kelly 

 
4.  Any Other Business.  

 
None 

 
The meeting was declared closed at 8.52pm. 

Naomi Morris 
Parish Clerk 

10.3.2024 


